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Montana.  At that time, he still had 
his black leopard Twenty Three 
Leopard #13,490.  He was 19 years 
old.  He had so many big spots that 
he was almost solid!  He was a 
grandson of Leopard Cortez and 
Morgan’s Matador.  Dan also had a 
nice two-year-old red leopard stal-
lion by the name of South Pacific,
who was a son of Twenty Three 
Leopard.  The pictures I took of 
them didn’t turn out very good so I 
didn’t want to print them. 

Before we leave the Morgan’s 
Leopard chapter, let me tell you 
about this mare.  She is at least 
7/8th Quarter Horse, a bright bay 
leopard with dark legs.  As 
the song goes, “Just one 
look, that’s all it took” to 
tell that she traced to Mor-
gan’s Leopard!  I had her 
pedigree so I traced the thin 
ribbon of Appaloosa right 
back to both Red Eagle 
F209 and Morgan’s Leop-
ard through her sire’s sire.  
Due to the slow delivery of 
my mail, I missed getting 
this beautiful mare by two 
days!  My thanks to Sheila 
and Scott Gochran, Hackle-
burg, AL for the use of this picture.   

GROUP FOUR: 
JUAQUIN F801 

(Banjo x Lassie; chestnut spots; 
Colorado; born May 4, 1941) 

The Juaquin line is one of the 
strongest color-producing lines in 
the breed.  The unique coloration 
pattern still persist today after 
many years of outcrossing.  At one 
time I had a picture of Juaquin 
(actually it was a clear Xerox from 

his registration record).  The Xerox 
copies I now have are copies of 
copies and won’t reproduce again.  
So I called the ApHC and found 
there was no longer a picture there 
either!

Clara Wilkins, the breeder of 
Juaquin, wrote me in 1969 saying, 
“I raised this horse and kept him all 
of his life.  He was a wonderful 
horse.”  Juaquin’s sire, Banjo,
came into the San Luis Valley as a 
suckling colt.  Clara Wilkins raised 
Banjo, and he became her herd sire.  
Continuing with her letter:  
“Banjo’s mother was a sorrel 
flaxed mane bucking horse named 

Rocking Chair.  Banjo was a leop-
ard; I don’t know the name of his 
sire.  Lassie, Juaquin’s mother, was 
a sorrel Arabian and very beauti-
ful.”  Clara Wilkins was impressed 
by Juaquin’s development, so she 
decided to keep him a stallion to 
replace the aging Banjo.  Clara 
ends her letter by saying “My vet 
put him to sleep on account of his 
age and teeth.  That was a very sad 
day for me.” 

Having quoted the above about his 
breeding, I will now copy what she 

put on Juaquin’s ApHC Registra-
tion Application, dated July 1, 
1949:  JUAQUIN F-801; white, 
completely covered with chestnut 
spots.  Breedy type, weighs 1000 
lbs.  Foaled May 4, 1941.  Sire:  
Saddle-type horse—BANJO—
Dam:  Rocking Chair.  Color:  Ap-
paloosa, same as above stallion.  
Dam:  Thorobred—LASSIE—Sire:  
Bugger Red, registered.  Color:  
light sorrel. 

So take your choice—on the 1949 
application Lassie was a Thorobred 
–type, in her 1969 letter, Lassie 
was a sorrel Arabian.  Banjo’s sire 
is not listed, but we assume that he 

carried the leopard 
blood since Banjo’s 
mother was sorrel; 
and probably related 
to other Colorado 
leopards.  It should 
also be noted that the 
Banjo in Juaquin’s 
pedigree is NOT the 
Banjo show as the 
sire of The Boss 
Hoss F194, although 
both were in Colo-
rado, the latter bred 
by King K. Parsons. 

“That’s a Juaquin horse, I can tell 
by the spots.”  And, its true.  The 
spots are unique in that the dark 
spots on the forequarters tend to 
roan IN to have light halos, and 
many horses of this line will even-
tually become specky-dark in front 
with a white blanket.  The rump 
spots don’t seem to halo as much, 
with little or no specking.  This 
change begins gradually, first with 
the halos around the spots, usually 
starting in their second year, and 
continuing to speckle IN for several 

Sources:  Dan Morgan letter dated 9/14/768 and MPH personal visit June 1978. 

Miss Crystal Dandy #%363,018 — the One that Got Away! 


