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GROUP THREE: 
MORGAN’S LEOPARD F437 

(Unknown  breeding, born about 
1928; Bay spots, black legs; 

found in Wyoming) 

The picture of Morgan’s Leopard 
was taken from an advertisement in 
the September 1968 Appaloosa 
News.  It is one of the two pictures 
that I’ve seen of this horse. 

Dan Morgan of Billings, Montana , 
discovered Morgan’s Leopard 
F437 at a millionaire’s ranch, the 
PK Ranch owned by Mary P. Mor-
gan (no relation), near Dayton, 
Wyoming, in 1940.  “He was rather 
aged then.”   Dan Morgan wrote, “I 
traded a beautiful young stallion 
that I had raised for him, for I had 
never seen such exotic horses as 
they had raised from him and thor-
oughbred-type mares -- not just 
Appaloosas; all straight colored. 

“they ran him with just five or six 
mares in a special pasture with a 
trout stream through it.  The stal-
lion had been bought out of a cir-

cus that had ‘The Liberty Act.’  
There were eight or 12 leopard-
spotted stallions performing as a 
group.”  Morgan continues, “I’ve 
forgotten the name of the circus—
Barnum & Bailey I believe.  There 
were other circuses back then—
Sells-Floato, Ringling Bros., and a 
real big one, Wallace Hagenbec 
Circus.  Anyway, Mr. Morgan saw 
the show in  the East; his wife was 
in accord, so they purchased two of 
these stallions and had them sent to 
the PK Ranch in Wyoming.  One of 
the horses was gelded later and the 
top choice horse was used for years 
as a stallion, but very moderately, 
on the ranch.  This was Morgan’s 
Leopard.

“Old Morgan’s Leopard had a very 
small head and just a little dish to 
his face.  He had a heavy neck, 
good topline and heavy long hips, 
straight legs and small, hard feet.  
We had all learned of late that there 
are chunky 1,000 pound leopard-
type horses in Europe with heavy 
wavy tails and this fit Morgan’s 
Leopard to a T (Pinzgauers).  This 
is not characteristic of the Western 
Appaloosa horses.  The old horse 
died from impaction from very 
poor hay after I’d sold him to Jack 
Mereness, who lived near Sheridan, 
Wyoming.” 

It seems that most of the modern-
day leopards who trace their  roots 
to Morgan’s Leopard came through 
his son Leopard Cortez F1072 and 
a daughter  Lady of Spain F1471.  
The combination of Leopard Cor-
tez and Butterfly F1077, also by 
Morgan’s Leopard, produced Mor-

gan’s Matador F1431.  There was 
also Morgan’s Cheeta F1078, by 
Leopard Cortez, who was the dame 
of Simcoe’s Sarcee F1634 who, in 
turn, was the sire of Simcoe’s 
Snowy Rock F3800.  Moroccan 
Leopard F1472, by Leopard Cortez 
and out of Lady of Spain, intensi-
fied this leopard blood.  Granado’s 
Lava Lad #8832 sired the leopard 
mare Tumalo Jubilee #36,657; and 
son Cortez Day F3195 sired Lady 
of Cortez #46,686, a leopard — 
and the list goes on! 

Since Dan Morgan line bred many 
of his Appaloosas, the mention of 
Morgan’s Leopard F437 shows up 
more than one in a great many of 
these bloodlines. 

Morgan’s Leopard sired a number 
of good leopards during his life-
time.  And Dan Morgan raised Ap-
paloosas for many years, so it is 
understandable why these Mor-
gan’s Leopard-bred horses have 
made such an indelible mark in the 
Appaloosa breed.

It was truly an honor and privilege 
to be able to visit with Dan Morgan 
in 1978 when the National Appa-
loosa Show was held in Billings, 

Accent on SpotsAccent on SpotsAccent on Spots———RevisitedRevisitedRevisited———Part IIPart IIPart II
(Foundation Leopard Lines)(Foundation Leopard Lines)(Foundation Leopard Lines)

By Mary P. HareBy Mary P. HareBy Mary P. Hare

Morgan’s Leopard F-437 
Simcoe’s Sarcee F1634 


