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After “Accent on Spots” appeared 
in the June 1969 Appaloosa News, 
I received an avalanche of material 
on it — some good, some not so 
good, and much of it containing 
corrections to my printed informa-
tion.  I’d always considered the 
article sort of an “unresearch” 
piece simply taken from the Stud 
Books and some letters received 
from my inquiries to knowledge-
able people.  I think it’s amazing 
that after 30 years, it’s still being 
referred to!  Earlier this year 
(1999), a F.A.H.R. member called 
me to ask my permission to put 
this old material on her website.  
Since much of it needed updating, 
I told her that it wasn’t a good idea 
— no use in perpetuating  errone-
ous material, there was enough of 
that out there already!  I told her 
I’d gather up the updated stuff to 
send her.  Then Tom Taylor called 
to ask if I’d be interested in put-
ting it in F.A.H.R. TIDINGS.  So, 
the relatively simple job on the 
first request became more in-
volved if it was to become 
a :revisited” article. 

I never did a follow up on the 
1969 article although I had col-
lected more information on several 
of these lines.  Now, with all of 
this material in hand, I’ll “revisit” 
my “Accent on Spots.”  Of course, 
the readers must understand that I 
don’t contend to have all the an-
swers, and it may not be com-
pletely correct, but I’m sharing 
what I have with you. 

The following material has been 
gleaned from what I consider reli-
able sources.  There will always be 
those who discount any “different” 
information or angle than the cir-
culated myths or whatever is al-

ready published.  The big blank 
areas in the leopard’s U.S. history 
boils down to this:  Horse thieves 
loved leopard-spotted horses! 

As you know, leopard blood must 
be in the pedigree in order to pro-
duce a leopard pattern (i.e., appa-
loosas born with spots that are 
distributed over the entire body, 
face and legs, and retained 
throughout life; also near-leopards 
that show the typical “ribbing” 
found in leopard-bred horses).  I 
have always felt — many of my 
correspondants agree — that the 
true leopard started out as an en-
tirely different strain of spotted 
horse, which has proven to be 
compatible with the horses of Nez 
Perce heritage.  Dilution of this 
pattern, over the years, by out-
crossing to other patterns and 
breeds, makes this theory impossi-
ble to prove. 

The Foundation Lines I am cover-
ing in this article are: 

Group One:  STARBUCK LEOP-
ARD (aka “Lepard”) and SUN-
DANCE F-500 

Group Two:  MAY’S SURPRISE 
#T-3 (and the Montana CROW-
LEY tie-in) 

Group Three:  MORGAN’S 
LEOPARD F-437 

Group Four:  JUAQUIN F-801 

Group Five:  ARAB TOSWIRAH 
ALKHAR F-2417/SIRI SHIEK F-
1833 and CHIEF CHELSEA F-
2154 

Group Six:  RAINY MOON F-181 
(aka “Patches”) 

Group Seven:  SAN RAFAEL 

SADDLE HORSES (Amasa 
Davidson) 

I’ve presented this update simply 
to inform the readers.  It can be 
accepted or rejected.  Remember, 
this is unprovable, but too many 
coincidences to dismiss, much of 
which happened prior to the for-
mation of the Appaloosa Horse 
Club.  It’s certainly everyone’s 
prerogative to have their own 
ideas.  It’s not my intent to start 
any controversies. 

GROUP ONE: 
STARBUCK LEOPARD 

(Red spots; unknown breeding, 
born about 1911, aka “Lepard”) 

According to an article by Ben 
Johnson (Sept. 1949 Western 
Horseman), “John Starbuck at-
tended a horse sale at the Denver 
Stockyards.  (This was about 
1917-19 or so.)  A man from Wyo-
ming had a leopard stallion and 
three pure white mares that he put 
through the ring but did not sell.  
After the sale, John Starbuck pur-
chased them for $500.  The stal-
lion was about six years old, and 
Starbuck named him Leopard.” 

Mr. Starbuck later bought a bunch 
of range mares at Denver and bred 
them to Leopard; then turned them 
out on the range.  They were sto-
len.  He located part of them at 
Deer Tail, Colorado.  As it would 
have cost him more than he paid 
for them, he didn’t bother to bring 
them back.  It should be noted that 
Deer Tail is where P.V.F.’s Butter-
fly, the dam of Bambi E. and 
Money Creek’s Ambition origi-
nated from.  Butterfly was a chest-
nut leopard whose sire was a 
“chestnut leopard of unknown 
ancestry.”  It would seem logical 


