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ing: Eight San Rafael horses 
owned/bred by Arlin Davidson 
using Verda Star #792, whose 
grand dam was Manti Sue; a grand 
daughter of The Kid, through his 
daughter Van Dyke. The early 
Stud Books also show 67 horses 
bred in the State of Utah, indicat-
ing leopard line breeding with 20 
of them having descriptions of 
leopards. France, a daughter of 
The Kid, was the grand dam of 
Utah's Dixie and Frost's Polkadot. 
Utah's Dixie was the dam of Star-
duster and full brother Bar 13 Star-
duster. 

Quoting Frank Scripter, "The 
original horses of the San Rafael 
Swell in the 1880s that Amasa 
Davidson pursued in his intense 

breeding program of leopard 
horses to about 1920, preceded 
Claude Thompson's by 20 years. 
Although many people poo-
poohed Mary Hare's article about 
The Kid at the time she published 
it (1972), I've pursued the back-
ground of Arlin Davidson's family 
through records that are provable, 
census records and extensive re-
search has shown that Arlin 
Davidson spoke the truth about his 
grandfather." 

To quote. a 1994 letter from 
Palmer Wagner: -”When I wrote 
up the Utah Appaloosa history (for 
his book), I found you have to 
begin with the Davidson Appaloo-
sas and go on from there. It isn't a 
matter of proving Arlin Davidson's 

story, it's impossible to keep from 
proving it after an intensive search 
of people and places that he 
(Arlin) mentions." 

In today's Appaloosas, any horse 
having Chub's Powderface in its 
breeding will therefore have the 
blood of the "San Rafael Saddle 
Horses" in their veins!  

So there you have it! Whether our 
leopard-spotted horses came from 
the Russian boats in Til1amook 
Bay (Ghost Wind Stallions), from 
the Spanish Conquistadors 
(Francis Haines), or whatever, 
we'll never know for sure. That's 
what makes the Appaloosa so in-
triguing. 

MARY P. HARE 

Sources: Arlin Davidson's "The Legend of The Kid~ Jan., 1972 Appaloosa News; Sundance Newsletter Sept. 1994 "Biography 
of Chub's Powderface,” ApHC Stud Books; Frank Scripter’s letters; Palmer Wagner letters to Prank Scripter and to me. 

Sundance Flea MarketSundance Flea MarketSundance Flea Market
Proceeds from the Flea Market go into the general Treasury to help pay expenses.  By supporting the Flea Market 
you help keep Sundance's expenses down.  If you see something you would like to purchase, send a check or money 
order to Pam Merritt, 503 A.J. Register Road, Dothan, AL 36301 in the amount indicated next to the item.  The item 
will be mailed to you.  If you have something that you would like to donate to Sundance for the Flea Market please 
send it to Pam Merritt. 

VIDEO—Through the Judge’s Eye 
How to Win at Western Showman-
ship with Internationally recog-
nized Judge Robert C. Milkie—
One of America’s Top judges gives 
you his winning tips on Western 
Showmanship

$15— Donated by Bonnie Newitt 


