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Group Seven:  
SAN RAFAEL SWELL  

SADDLE HORSES 

According to Arlin Davidson's 
many letters to me in 1971: "I was 
raised in a corral full of leopards. I 
have owned and raised Appaloo-
sas for 51 years; my father and 
grandfather raised them before 
me. We have had spotted horses in 
the family for over one hundred 
years." Arlin voiced the belief that 
the spotted horses of this particu-
lar pattern came out of the San 
Rafael area of Utah, making their 
way to Wyoming in the early 
1900s. He agreed that they were 
not the same as Appaloosas, but 
had proven very compatible to the 
Nez Perce horses of the northwest. 

To go back into history, the origi-
nal Morman immigrants settled in 
the small valleys of the Utah Terri-
tory where irrigation water was 
available over the western Rocky 
Mountain areas.  Utah didn't be-
come a state until 1896, so the 
territory covered a much larger 
area. The first generation Utah-

born Mormans went into ranching 
on the desert lands or range areas. 

Arlin's grandfather, Amasa David-
son was one of these men. He 
cowpoked allover the west during 
1870s and ~Os, becoming a well-
established rancher during the 
1890s, until his death in 1930. 

The desert lands of Utah were 
known as the "west desert"-and the 
"east desert". The San Rafael 
Swell was part of the "east desert". 
From the time of the earliest white 
settlers of the Utah Territory, there 

seems to have been leopard-
spotted horses running native on 
the San Rafael Swell. Several dif-
ferent Utah family groups caught 
these San Rafael horses and kept 
that blood down through the years. 
Most of the Davidson, Kelsey, 
Nielson, Olsen, Seeley, Swasey 
and Dellaphane horses were re-
lated. 

Amasa Davidson spent over two 
months during the late l870s to 
"run in the King of The Mountain 
off the San Rafael". "King" was a 
blue leopard. "The Kid" (named 
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CORRECTION TO PART III OF 
THIS ARTICLE IN THE JULY/ 
AUGUST NEWSLETTER— 
PAGE 41—JUST UNDER THE PIC-
TURE THE FOLLOWING SEN-
TENCE SHOULD READ: 

“In Canada, Murray bought a gold 
spotted mare from a man named 
McCree.  She was sired by a black 
spotted McCree leopard.” 

Our apologies to Mary for this error 
and our thanks to her for bringing it 
to our attention for correction 

      San Rafael by Spot 
      (liver colored spots) 
    Mineguard “the 
    Cassity Leopard” Kelsey Leopard –Young Susy 
    (sorrel spots) (sorrel Spots) Dam: Susy 
  Prince (red ap.) 
  Sept. 6, 1890 
      Fred by King of the Mountain 
      (bay spots) 
    Blue Cotton 
    (blue spots)   King of the Mt. 
      Blue Boss 
      (blue sp.) Blue Ada (David- 
       son Leopard) 
THE KID 
(black spots) 
born May 8, 1913     Silver Dick (article in Horse- 
Ft. Bridger, Wyo.     man Mag. Several years ago 
      showed his complete pedigree 
    Silver Dick Jr. 
    (black spots)   Fred, by King 
      Blue Jenny 
        Dutch (Davidson 
          leopard) 
  Sis (cream with 
  sorrel spots) 
       King of the Mt 
      Jasper 
      (ch.sp.) Neilson Red Top 
       mare 
    Blanco 
    (blue spots)   San Rafael  
       by Spot 
                   Blue Nellie 
      (bl. sp.) Davidson  
       Leopard– by King
       son Leopard) 


