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from reputable sources, Mike was 
able to get document proof that the 
registration and pedigree of Rainy 
Moon F181 is erroneous in almost 
every detail, except color and per-
haps year of birth! 

Chet Bladwin of Lander, Wyo. 
Passed away in 1961, however, his 
son Edward answered Mike’s in-
quiry, stating “As I remember it, 
my dad gave Rainy Moon (or 
‘Patches’, as Dad called him), to 
King Parsons after the horse in-
jured an eye.  (He had cataracts).”  
Mike continues that shortly after 
his note, she received pictures 
of Rainy Moon and she noted 
that one picture showed the 
horse branded VC (V three 
quarters box) which was, and 
had been for many years, reg-
istered to Mr. Randall Van 
Patten.  She also noted that 
one picture (show on this 
page) was a Kodacolor print 
stamped Sept. 26, 1949, with 
the notation in Chet Bald-
win’s handwriting “My old 
stud ‘Patches”. . .registered as 
Rainy Moon.”  The inference 
was obvious, not only was Rainy 
Moon still at the Baldwin’s in 
1949,  when he was supposed to be 
in Colorado, but from the picture, 
his eye was still in his head. 

Alvarez checked several more 
sources and discovered that Chet 
Baldwin was unaware his horse 
had been registered with the ApHC 
until he was advised by the Na-
tional Director in his area.  In 
checking with the ApHC and 
CRHA registrations, she found that 
Rainy Moon’s get shown as bred 
by King Parsons or Wineglass 
Horse Ranch were all foaled be-

tween 1943 and 1948.  Yet the 
horse was in Lander, Wyo. As late 
as 1949, according to this picture!  
There were no Rainy Moon get 
foaled after 1948 (Tola Rose F757, 
6/18/46, and Rincom Buck F769, 
6/25/46 were bred by King Par-
sons) registered in the ApHC.  Yel-
lowstone Traveler F1987, 8/2/46
was bred by David Ruby, Denver, 
CO.  We should add, King Parsons 
was barred from the ApHC in 1948 
or 49.  Trammell’s Squaw Man
F1949 (foaled 1953) and Salla-
teeska T6643 (foaled 1954) both 
sired by Rainy Moon and out of 

Tola Rose, were bred by James 
Schultz, Lander, Wyoming, which 
would indicate that Rainy Moon 
(or “Patches”) was still in Chet 
Baldwin’s possession as late as 
1953!  Granite Canyon F2049 
(1947), owned by Lorne and Vera 
Knisley, Kopfer’s Chief F3767 
(1943), bred by Chet Baldwin and 
Coecur d’Alene F145 (1943) 
owned by King Parsons, were all 
born in Wyoming. 

The final answer to the pedigree 
question was received by Mike 
Alvarez on June 7, 1971.  It was a 
letter from Mr. Randall Van Patten, 
the man who bred the horse regis-

tered as Rainy Moon F181:  “...To 
begin, ‘Patches’ sire was a half 
Morgan, his grandsire was a regis-
tered Morgan Horse that my father 
brought from Idaho.  I don’t re-
member the horse’s name.  Dam 
was a blue Appaloosa mare.  The 
original strain came from the Wind 
River Reservation.  She was about 
the third generation of colts from 
the Indian mares and a registered 
Hamiltonian (Standardbred) horse 
named Erlander, that was de-
scended from Dan Patch.  He was 
born about 1933 or 1934.  Patches 
was the first Appaloosa stud we 

kept as a stud, after about 
fifteen years of breeding 
the mares back to well-
bred stallions. . .. Needless 
to say after all this, it’s a 
little irritating to read Mr. 
Parsons’ statement ‘We 
are probably the only fam-
ily in the world today that 
does know how he was 
b r e d ’ .  .  .  . H e 
(Patches...Rainy Moon) 
was born at Lander.  I 
broke him to ride when he 

was two.  We turned him loose on 
the Sweetwater Range when he was 
three or four.  I sold him to Mr. 
Baldwin in about 1943, after we 
moved to the Government Draw 
area, as he would gather all the 
mares and take them back to 
Sweetwater. . . . Patches eyesight 
was not lost in any battle.  He had 
cataracts.  Most of Mr. Parson’s 
story is pure fantasy.” 

Mike Alvarez continues:  “It is 
evident that the pedigree ascribed 
to Rainy Moon F181 is pure fable, 
even though the original Appaloosa 
strain in the Van Patten herd did 
come from the Wind River Reser-

The September 26, 1949 picture of Rainy Moon 


