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N every breed of livestock de-
'l-'n:]l.‘iI:u_'J m a specific agta, the
men ond the sices of that area

who mfloenced the breed become of

interest. With Appaloosis it has been
possible to talk to some of the owners
and breeders of foundabtion sices, and
people who knew them,

secking information about Appa-
loosas from old-timees in the Palouse
country, I was most often referced to
the following men: Sam Fisher, an
aged MNez Perce Indian wha lived at
the mouth of the Poloose River near
Lyops Ferry, Wash.; the TLamb family
wt Central Ferry, Wash., owner of the
stallion Knobby; Floyd Hickio of
Almats and Calfax, Wash,, brecder of
Dan, Qld Blog, and the Tobys; and
Faye Hubbard, a2 rodeo cowboy who
rode the :\ip:ﬂmm stallion, Rex.

Sam Fisher was o straight;, lean
harseman from the family of Mez Perce
DCCUpying land north of the Snake.
They have been considered by some
writers to bhe a sepacate tnbe, being
referred to s Palouse Indiznz, Mot
being of Chief Joseph's band, it is
doubtiul if many of their people
joined in the war of 1877, and thus
their horses rermnained intact,

I visited Sam Fisher in the simmer
of 1944, but he was not fecling well so
I stayed only a shoct Hme. The next
summer, Dr, Frapcis Hames and 1
visited him. He was then sajd o be
98 or 99; and, other thap suffering
some from o toothache {he still had o
full set), he way mn fine spieits, De-
spite his advanced age, he sevined very
plad to talk toows fbt'uL:I: his breed of

horses, He said he gnce had many Ap-
paloosss, and that his family had al-
wavs lad Appaloosas.
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By GEORGE B. HATLEY

Some people argoe for and believe
i some parbicular pabtern of markings
ar ¢oloe phise of Appaloosi as though
it was the original and only (rue pt-
tern. We asked him aboul patterns
before there was any influence from
horses broupht in by seltlers, and he
said, “Some few spols, some white
{somt Appalocsas become nearly white
in old age), somé many spots”” He
also made pestores describing the spols.
This stetcment proves that there has
always been variation in Appalooss
markings [ram zlightly :‘J]CILHEE roans
bo yery colorfully marked horses.

The Indians were very fond of the
calarfully spored cnes, amd even had
a ritunl for the mare (0 go through
during at least two stages ol pregoancy
which would Fusther insure 2 nicely
mitrked foal, He berame oonsually en-
thostastic when be told o5 aboot the
“medicine” used for raising good Ap-
paloosas, First he cxpleined chat you
should mate the most desirable mare
with the most desirable stallion. He
then gestured by putting Buy fingertips
topether with hig zrms about s mches
from his belt 1o describe a mare show-
ing the first signs of being with foal,
This was Followed by gestures amd de-
scriptions in Nex Pecce of ihe rtual the
mzare was put through. Then he said,
" Just before mare have cole,™ and made
A wide circle with hes arms indicating
the final stapes of prognancy, followed
by the gestures -.iu-u_k1 descriplions ef the
second ritual the mare was lo po
through to insure a well-macked foal,
Then he concluded by saying, "IF &v-
crything right, it work.”

[ Continsed on page 45)

® Reroaso thr:n-ﬁur-nfa with Foye Hubbard
up. Bex died in 1945,

# ham Fisher of Lyons Ferry, Wash, of the
oge of 9K,

& Knobby, awned by Glen Lomb ot Central Forry, Woshingten, This
picture wos taken in 19280

Fhole Courtesy Magle Hinds
THE WESTERN HORSEMARN



