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ROBIN

. . . An All-Time Great

By Alden See, Jr.

This is a story of one of the
all-time Appaloossa preats—Rob-
in F-868 Hizs name in well
known 10 Appaloosa breeders us
Lhis horse won the Performance
Chumpionship at the 1960 Na-
tional Show, held at Lewiston,
Iduho.

However, while this feat alone
iz worthy of nobe, it is actually
a small part of the lifetime ne-
complishments of this jpreal
skallion,

Robin, known to hig friends ag
Patches, was foaled in the eavly
spring of 1941 on the Cecil Tay-
lor Ranch at Yakima, Washing-
ton. He obtained the age of four
with little fan-Tare, and little
traiming, and it was at this time
that his preszent owner, Law-
repce Hall, found the horse. A
local horse desler drew a1 nega-
tive answer when he first told
Hull about the muny fine char-
neteristics of the horse.

1H

“I don't even want to See
him,” was Hall's response, “be-
case if he js as good as vou
say he i I'll want him, and 1
just cun't aiford him now."

However, curiosity prevailed
ind, after Hall examined the
horse, he became the new 0Wn-
or;

Lawrence Hall was n cattle
rancher and Robin gquickly be-
cime 4 "eow horse” He was
purchased to work, and waork he
did, exrning the respect of old-
time cattlemen in the Kittitns
Valley. Winter and summer the
chestnut atud pulled his weight
around the ranch, just as did
any old grade gelding.

Then, when Robin reached the
age of eight, Hall decided he
was ready for the Show Ring.
And, while hiz record at the Na-
tional Appaloosa Show is print-
ed for all to see, many persons
do not realige what n show horse
he really was, Robin was shown

all over the West, winning Halt-
ibr and Performance clusses in
more than minely percant of all
shows enlered, both Appiloesi
and Open,

I well remember the story aof
one show In Beattle, Washing-
ton, just o few venrs aeo, when
he was pitted in Western Pleas-
ure apainsl o field of horses
which included two top stal-
lions of another breed. It was a
close show, and when the win-
ners were left in the ring, Rob-
in's rider reached out and pulled
off hig bridle. The Champion
went right along as though
nothing  had happened, action
which captured the hearts of
the crowd, After the applause
diedd nway, it was another first
for Robin,

1 shall never forgel my in-
troduction to Robin. We had just
movaed inte his  neirghborhood
and it wasn't long until T noted
that practically evervone knew
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I

about “Lawrenee
Fipndly, I had to
this wonder horse.
Fifteen hinds,

nnid  Ealked

Hall’s stud,”
tnke & look at
Thereé he siood,
perfectly formed, chestnut with
o DEautiful white blanket and
spots, and a4 hewd like chiseled
marble. Still, even with all these
nttributes, I think the one thing
thal impressed me most were

his eyves,

His eves were ns olear and as
deop as Lake Chelas 1 bright,
hazel color. And thut look. It
was then and there T learnéed
the meaning of the adasge: “The
Look of the Eagle”

Just to watch Lawrence Fall
and Robin perform was an ex-
1'-|~l'|-~r e Lurjllr:.LlLuui Lo emary.
Hall iz known as one of the fin-
esl horsemen in the state and
he and the “0ld Man,” as he
called Robin, really made s TkiT.
Watching Robin move in per-
[eetl prace, obeving the more
touch of a hand, was o gight 'l
nat soon foreet.

This JIH,I..'h[ rend ke an enlo-
EY o a prest horse who has

pssad on, but Tar from it Al
Lthough Robin iz waiting for his
20th birthday, he is very much
elive 3|Ir:=:5|ir|._Lr. Hall told
me he was poing to show him
ngain aftor a few yvears of re-
tirement, so, if vou live in the

Washington aven, just keen vour
eve open for a heck of a horse-
mnn on

ROBIN.

n real champion .




