OUTSTANDING

By ROBERT L. PECKINPAH

APPALOOSA BLOODLINES

iFourth Instullment—Solomon Figueroa)

Shortly belore President Woodrow
Wilson's defeat of Charles FEvans
Hughes, Fred H. Bixhy, a prominént
southern California rancher at Long
Beach became interested in that I]]‘i—."t‘.‘ﬁ
of horse peculiar to the Northwest, the
."'ul‘ll‘.ul||1'ﬂ.‘au. He made a trip north up
the coast of California hr}'utuf Yentura
to the foot of the Casitas Grade whers
the Craven's ranch was located close
to Carpenteria. At the Craven's runch,
Bixby purchased Solomon Figueron, a
blind stallion who at that time was blue
with large white spots over the loins
an ]11[:1

L. ]. Rose, one of the old plonvers of
Alhambra who died several Vears ugo,
owned the site of Solomon Figueroa;
but it has become impossible to sub-
stantinte, with any degree of authen-
ticity. any of the stories relative to this
sire, inasmuch as these “pedigrees”
were: verbal at best and are nothing
but hazv hes arsay expounded by men
who have long since passed away.

This blind stallion was 11 years old
whizn Bixby E:-:IMLIH him and }w diad in
1925 at 21 vears: of age. The Bixby
ranch bred 20 Appaloosa mares last
spring—18 of them tracing to this pre-
potent stallion in the third and fourth
generation; and they are awaiting their
asual erop of spotted foals. None of
the Bixby horses have ever been reg-
istered,

In the spring of 1919, u Gearge Wat-
son put n l}uu,-tpmrl.u —\ﬂhnn ong
quarter Morgan mare in foal to the
Bixby stallion. The next year he traded
the mare to Allan Freeman of Colton,
Califormia, and left for the mid-west

The foal that appeared subsequent to
this trade was called Freckles. The lut-
ter, white with black spots over the
rump, was in due time, a typical “Free-
man reined” horse—aull horses he traios
will simulate stock horse competition
with nothing but kitchen string s
reins. In 1927, Freeman bred Freckles
to a mare sired by a red roan with
liver colored spots over the hips and
who was out of an Arabian type dam.
The result of this me eting wis foaled
in June, 1928, and he was known as
“Old Tomy.” At maturity he wc:-ighu{]
1080 pounds and stood clese to 15.2;
WS “H][h‘ with viery round black s[rts,
the size of a two inch ring, all over his
rump—and was extremely well reined.
A large percentage of the Appaloosa
horses in the Huwn-ldt'-i_.m Angeles-
San’ Bernardino area are ]_w or go back
to Old Tony; and to understand the
imprint he's made, one must only talk
to a few breeders in this southern sec-
tion. Movie-goers will recall the white
horse in the movie, “Thunderhead,” This
wis Chuek, an Old Tony son with his
spots painted out. He was bred and
raised by Freeman but was sold, as was
Freckles, to the "Fat” Jones stable in
the San Fernando Valley several years
hiaeck. Both horses brought $1000.00
apiece. This hoge North Hollywood
stable caters to the motion pictire in-
dustry  and  “Fat” Jones  (brother of
Buck Jones), who claims Ben { Wagon-
Master) }uhnsc:n 4% 0 son-in-law, soon
had both these horses before the cam-
vras. Freckles died four vears ago bul
can still be seen currently by television
audiences watching old “Horse Op-




