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Dan Cocled . . . Pioneer
Appalocsa Breeder
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By Mary McPherson

Dan Coates is a rodeo pro-
ducer, announcer, and Appa-
loosa breeder. Well known in
Texas for his colorful rodeo's,
horse shows, and his good little
Appaloosa Stallion Son of Quan-
ah No. 2674, here is a man with
the true western hospitality. He
has done much to help promote
the present rapid growth of the
Appalooza horse.

How many realize that Dan
Coates produced the very first
Appaloosa Horse Show ever
held in Texas? It was held at
Belton, Texas, in 1954 in con-
junction with the annual Fourth
of July Rodeo. Dan was helped
in this first venture, by Mr. and
Mra, Dan Davis of Kenedy, Tex-
g5, The Davis's at that time
were the owner: of Quanah.
There were about 33 head of
Appaloosa horses at this first
show coming from Texas, Okla-
homa, New Mexico, and Louisi-
aAna.

From that day on, we all have
seen  these beautiful animals
rain in popularity and favor in
Texas, in fact, Appaloosas have
beeome =z bir business with
SOME,

Dan' Coates in talking about
how and why he became so in-
terested in the Appaloosa horse
before itz present day popular-
ity, gave this reply:

“While producing the 1950
Ranger, Texas Rodeo, 1 first
saw Quanah, who was then
owned by James Ratliff. As a
rodeo producer is always on the
look-out for something flashy
and different, and noticing how
the horse Quanah stood out with
hiz digtinet coloring, 1 tried to
buy Quanah,”

However, the price was too
high for a parade horse, but I
did see this very colorful little
¢olt by Quanah, and out of a
blue Roan Appaloosa mare. 1
left Ranger, Texas knowing thal
these Appaloosa horses were the
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